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Is Ebonics really a dialect or simply bad English? Do women and men speak
differently? Will computers ever really learn human language? Does offensive
language harm children? These are only a few of the issues surrounding language
that crop up every day. Most of us have very definite opinions on these questions
one way or another. Yet as linguists Donna Jo Napoli and Vera Lee-Schoenfeld
point out in this short and thoroughly readable volume, many of our most deeply
held ideas about the nature of language and its role in our lives are either
misconceived or influenced by myths and stereotypes.

Language Matters provides a highly informative tour of the world of language,
examining these and other vexing and controversial language-related questions.
Throughout, Napoli and Lee-Schoenfeld encourage and lead the reader to use
common-sense and everyday experience rather than preconceived notions or
technical linguistic expertise. Both their questions and their conclusions are
surprising, sometimes provocative, and always entertaining.

This thoroughly revised second edition updates the book with a new co-author,
and includes new chapters on language and power, language extinction, and what
it is linguists actually do. Language Matters is sure to engage both general
readers and students of language and linguistics at any level.
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issues surrounding language that crop up every day. Most of us have very definite opinions on these
questions one way or another. Yet as linguists Donna Jo Napoli and Vera Lee-Schoenfeld point out in this
short and thoroughly readable volume, many of our most deeply held ideas about the nature of language and
its role in our lives are either misconceived or influenced by myths and stereotypes.

Language Matters provides a highly informative tour of the world of language, examining these and other
vexing and controversial language-related questions. Throughout, Napoli and Lee-Schoenfeld encourage and
lead the reader to use common-sense and everyday experience rather than preconceived notions or technical
linguistic expertise. Both their questions and their conclusions are surprising, sometimes provocative, and
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This thoroughly revised second edition updates the book with a new co-author, and includes new chapters on
language and power, language extinction, and what it is linguists actually do. Language Matters is sure to
engage both general readers and students of language and linguistics at any level.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Donna Jo. Napoli is Professor of Linguistics, Swarthmore College. Vera Lee-Schoenfeld is Visting Assistant
Professor, Swarthmore College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brad Hawkes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language. Try to
stumble through book Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language as your buddy. It
means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this
book.

Ella Cook:

This Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language usually are reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday
Questions About Language can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About
Language giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jeffrey Richard:

The actual book Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by
the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Ida Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that



little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Language Matters: A Guide to
Everyday Questions About Language.
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