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A long-awaited reassessment of Andrea Palladio’s canonical villas that
challenges widely accepted interpretations of the Renaissance architect’s
work

Many historians of architecture have viewed the villas of Andrea Palladio
(1508–1580) as physical manifestations of the classical architectural principles
described in his treatise The Four Books of Architecture (I Quattro Libri
dell’Architettura). Written toward the end of his life, The Four Books illustrate
Palladio’s built work, redrawn the way he wanted it to be. In this groundbreaking
new study, American architect and educator Peter Eisenman analyzes twenty of
Palladio’s villas, offering a radical interpretation of the Renaissance master’s
work.
 
Working from an architect’s perspective, Eisenman, with Matt Roman, shows the
evolution of Palladio’s villas from those that exhibit classical symmetrical
volumetric bodies to others that exhibit no bodies at all, just fragments in a
landscape. This conclusion stands in stark contrast to studies that emphasize
principles of ideal symmetry and proportion in Palladio’s work. Featuring more
than 300 new analytic drawings and models, this handsome book is an important
addition to the corpus of Palladian studies and a testament to Palladio’s lasting
place in contemporary architectural thought.
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A long-awaited reassessment of Andrea Palladio’s canonical villas that challenges widely accepted
interpretations of the Renaissance architect’s work

Many historians of architecture have viewed the villas of Andrea Palladio (1508–1580) as physical
manifestations of the classical architectural principles described in his treatise The Four Books of
Architecture (I Quattro Libri dell’Architettura). Written toward the end of his life, The Four Books illustrate
Palladio’s built work, redrawn the way he wanted it to be. In this groundbreaking new study, American
architect and educator Peter Eisenman analyzes twenty of Palladio’s villas, offering a radical interpretation
of the Renaissance master’s work.
 
Working from an architect’s perspective, Eisenman, with Matt Roman, shows the evolution of Palladio’s
villas from those that exhibit classical symmetrical volumetric bodies to others that exhibit no bodies at all,
just fragments in a landscape. This conclusion stands in stark contrast to studies that emphasize principles of
ideal symmetry and proportion in Palladio’s work. Featuring more than 300 new analytic drawings and
models, this handsome book is an important addition to the corpus of Palladian studies and a testament to
Palladio’s lasting place in contemporary architectural thought.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This close reading of Palladio’s plans is significant not just for its provocation but because it comes from
one of the best architectural minds today. It is a template for how to think through the question of
architecture, and will become—without doubt—one of the great all-time books in the field.”—Mark
Jarzombek, Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(Mark Jarzombek, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 2015-02-10)

Selected by Metropolis as one of the "50 Books to Read" 2015 
(Samuel Medina Metropolis 2015-10-01)

"In proposing a new approach to the study of Palladio, Eisenman's book, an elegant object in itself, offers
delight."—Nancy Goldring, The Architect's Newspaper
(Nancy Goldring The Architect's Newspaper)

About the Author

Peter Eisenman is the Charles Gwathmey Professor in Practice, Yale School of Architecture, and principal
of Eisenman Architects in New York. Matt Roman is an architect and teacher in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Burnette:

The book untitled Palladio Virtuel contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you
can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Richard Nix:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Palladio Virtuel was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Palladio Virtuel has many kinds or variety. Start from kids
until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.

Mary Stone:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but



in addition native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Palladio Virtuel we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being
creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this time book Palladio Virtuel. You can more desirable than now.

Andrew Hulbert:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the Palladio Virtuel when you needed it?
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