
Possibilities: Essays on Hierarchy, Rebellion,
and Desire

By David Graeber

Possibilities: Essays on Hierarchy, Rebellion, and Desire By David Graeber

“If anthropology consists of making the apparently wild thought of others
logically compelling in their own cultural settings and intellectually revealing of
the human condition, then David Graeber is the consummate anthropologist. Not
only does he accomplish this profound feat, he redoubles it by the critical
task—now more urgent than ever—of making the possibilities of other people’s
worlds the basis for understanding our own.” —Marshall Sahlins, University of
Chicago

“Graeber’s ideas are rich and wide-ranging; he pushes us to expand the
boundaries of what we admit to be possible, or even thinkable.”—Steven
Shaviro, Wayne State University

In this new collection, David Graeber revisits questions raised in his popular
book, Fragments of an Anarchist Anthropology. Written in an unpretentious style
that uses accessible and entertaining language to convey complex theoretical
ideas, these twelve essays cover a lot of ground, including the origins of
capitalism, the history of European table manners, love potions in rural
Madagascar, and the phenomenology of giant puppets at street protests. But
they’re linked by a clear purpose: to explore the nature of social power and the
forms that resistance to it have taken, or might take in the future.

Anarchism is currently undergoing a worldwide revival, in many ways replacing
Marxism as the theoretical and moral center of new revolutionary social
movements. It has, however, left little mark on the academy. While anarchists
and other visionaries have turned to anthropology for ideas and inspiration,
anthropologists are reluctant to enter into serious dialogue. David Graeber is not.
These essays, spanning almost twenty years, show how scholarly concerns can be
of use to radical social movements, and how the perspectives of such movements
shed new light on debates within the academy.

David Graeber has written for Harper’s Magazine, New Left Review, and
numerous scholarly journals. He is the author or editor of four books and
currently lives in New York City.

In Oakland, California on March 24, 2015 a fire destroyed the AK Press
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warehouse along with several other businesses. Please consider visiting the
AK Press website to learn more about the fundraiser to help them and their
neighbors.
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Anarchist Anthropology. Written in an unpretentious style that uses accessible and entertaining language to
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capitalism, the history of European table manners, love potions in rural Madagascar, and the phenomenology
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Anarchism is currently undergoing a worldwide revival, in many ways replacing Marxism as the theoretical
and moral center of new revolutionary social movements. It has, however, left little mark on the academy.
While anarchists and other visionaries have turned to anthropology for ideas and inspiration, anthropologists
are reluctant to enter into serious dialogue. David Graeber is not. These essays, spanning almost twenty
years, show how scholarly concerns can be of use to radical social movements, and how the perspectives of
such movements shed new light on debates within the academy.

David Graeber has written for Harper’s Magazine, New Left Review, and numerous scholarly journals. He
is the author or editor of four books and currently lives in New York City.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

David Graeber is an anthropologist and activist who currently teaches at the University of London and has
been active in direct-action groups, including the Direct Action Network, People's Global Action, and Anti-
Capitalist Convergence. He is the author of Fragments of an Anarchist Anthropology, Towards an
Anthropological Theory of Value, and Lost People: Magic and the Legacy of Slavery in Madagascar.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edna Brooks:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Possibilities: Essays on
Hierarchy, Rebellion, and Desire book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Priscilla Garcia:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Possibilities: Essays on Hierarchy,
Rebellion, and Desire is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Harriman:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top listing
in your reading list is definitely Possibilities: Essays on Hierarchy, Rebellion, and Desire. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review
this guide you can get many advantages.

Linda Meier:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to



reading. Some people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Possibilities: Essays
on Hierarchy, Rebellion, and Desire or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science book, any other book likes Possibilities: Essays on Hierarchy, Rebellion, and Desire to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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