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So why do we continue to administer this modern cod liver oil-or even demand a
larger dose? Kohn'sincisive analysis reveals how a set of misconceptions about
learning and a misguided focus on competitiveness has left our kids with less free
time, and our families with more conflict. Pointing to stories of parents who have
fought back-and schools that have proved educational excellenceis possible
without homework-Kohn demonstrates how we can rethink what happens during
and after school in order to rescue our families and our children's love of
learning.
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So why do we continue to administer this modern cod liver oil-or even demand alarger dose? Kohn's
incisive analysis reveals how a set of misconceptions about learning and a misguided focus on
competitiveness has left our kids with less free time, and our families with more conflict. Pointing to stories
of parents who have fought back-and schools that have proved educational excellence is possible without
homework-K ohn demonstrates how we can rethink what happens during and after school in order to rescue
our families and our children's love of learning.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Education watchdog and author Kohn (No Contest: The Case Against Competition) questions why teachers
and parents continue to insist on overloading kids with homework when there are no definitive studies
proving its overall learning benefits. Indeed, argues Kohn persuasively, homework can be detrimental to
children 's devel opment by robbing families of quality evening time together and not allowing akid time
simply to be akid. Americans in general advocate a tough-going approach to education and push teachers to
give more drudgery nightly as away of "building character." Y et Kohn shows that doing forced busywork
only turns kids off to school and killsintellectual and creative curiosity. The American insistence on
producing good worker bees "by sheer force or cleverness,” notes Kohn, "reflects a stunning ignorance about
how human beings function in the real world." Kohn pursues six reasons why homework is still so widely
accepted despite the evidence against it, including the emphasis on competitiveness and "tougher standards’
and abasic distrust of children and how they would fill their time otherwise if not doing busywork. There
aren't enough case studies in Kohn's work, but Kohn sounds an important note: parents need to ask more
challenging questions of teachers and institutions. (Sept.)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Kohn has mapped for himself an uphill struggle against widely held beliefs that American children need
homework to stay on track for academic success and to compete with better-prepared children in other
nations. Kohn outlines the costs of homework: overburdened parents, stressed children, family conflicts,
little free time, declining interest in learning. He highlights the debate between parents and teachers as they
argue about the relative benefits or detriments of homework, and explores research--from as far back as the
1800s--indicating that homework does not improve learning. Exploring the variety of assignments, from fill-
in-the-blank sheets to more creative efforts, Kohn maintains that homework does not improve learning for
children, whether in grade school or high school, and laments the trend of giving homework to younger and
younger students. He also takes to task the alleged nonacademic benefits of homework, including teaching
children time-management and study skills. Whatever their opinions about homework, parents and teachers
will find this book an interesting part of the debate. Vanessa Bush

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Alfie Kohn holds a crucial position in the American dialog about parenting.” -- Michael Gurian

"Perhaps the country's most outspoken critic of education's fixation on grades [and)] test scores.”

"[The Schools Our Children Deserveis]...a remarkable book that should become aclassic in the field." --
Jonathan Kozol

"The most energetic and charismatic figure standing in the way of [making] standardized curriculums and
testsafact of lifein every U.S. school."

"A good book to have on hand when defending the idea of homework-free elementary schooling."--"San
Antonio Express-News'
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Homer Douglas:

The book The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of a Bad Thing make you feel enjoy for your
gparetime. Y ou can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book The
Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of aBad Thing to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are
ableto know everything if you like open and read a e-book The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too
Much of aBad Thing. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks.
So, how do you think about this reserve?

Edgar Hightower:

This The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of a Bad Thing book is not ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside
this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This specific The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of a Bad Thing without we
recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The
Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of a Bad Thing can bring once you are and not make your
bag space or bookshelves become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of a Bad Thing having fine arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Lorraine Wheat:

Here thing why this kind of The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of aBad Thing are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading abook is good but it really depends in the content
from it which is the content is as tasty asfood or not. The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of
aBad Thing giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide out there but thereis
no book that similar with The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of aBad Thing. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your
approach home by train. If you are having difficultiesin bringing the paper book maybe the form of The
Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of aBad Thing in e-book can be your alternate.

Sena Meyer:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptabl e to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of aBad Thing



as your daily resource information.
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