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Reportage resists easy definition and comes in many forms - travel essay,
narrative history, autobiography - but at its finest it reveals hidden truths about
people and events that have shaped the world we know. This new series, hailed
as 'a wonderful idea' by Don DeLillo, both restores to print and introduces for the
first time some of the greatest works of the genre. In December 1981, the
inhabitants of a small Salvadoran hamlet were systematically exterminated by the
Atacatl Battalion, a U.S.-trained counter insurgency force. The Reagan
administration, determined to preserve U.S. support for El Salvador's war against
leftist guerrillas, downplayed reports of this massacre dismissing them as
propaganda, and the American-funded war in El Salvador continued. But Mark
Danner's subsequent reconstruction is a masterpiece of scrupulous investigative
journalism and a testament to the forgotten victims of one of the worst massacres
in Latin American history.
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Reportage resists easy definition and comes in many forms - travel essay, narrative history, autobiography -
but at its finest it reveals hidden truths about people and events that have shaped the world we know. This
new series, hailed as 'a wonderful idea' by Don DeLillo, both restores to print and introduces for the first
time some of the greatest works of the genre. In December 1981, the inhabitants of a small Salvadoran
hamlet were systematically exterminated by the Atacatl Battalion, a U.S.-trained counter insurgency force.
The Reagan administration, determined to preserve U.S. support for El Salvador's war against leftist
guerrillas, downplayed reports of this massacre dismissing them as propaganda, and the American-funded
war in El Salvador continued. But Mark Danner's subsequent reconstruction is a masterpiece of scrupulous
investigative journalism and a testament to the forgotten victims of one of the worst massacres in Latin
American history.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Based in large part on his extensive account published in the December 6, 1993, issue of the New Yorker ,
National Magazine Award winner Danner's engrossing study reconstructs events that took place some dozen
years before. In December 1981, over 750 men, women and children were killed in El Mozote, El Salvador,
and the surrounding hamlets. Although at the time it was covered on the front pages of both the New York
Times and the Washington Post , the reports were not enough to derail Ronald Reagan's push to prove that
the El Salvadoran government was "making a concerted and significant effort to comply with internationally
recognized human rights." Why the government chose to ignore stories in the nation's two leading
newspapers is one part of Danner's sad, well-researched book. The other is why El Mozote was attacked at
all. Populated by evangelical Christians who, unlike Catholic neighbors fed on liberation theology, did not
abet the rebel FMLN, the people of El Mozote believed they would be spared when the army decided to wipe
out insurgents and their supporters. After several days of brutal rapes and murders, a handful of people
managed to escape to the rebels, setting in motion press reports and the under-investigated, coyly couched
American embassy reply that allowed the U.S. to continue its massive subsidies. Danner has disinterred an
event that is an equal indictment of Salvadoran brutality and American blindness.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In October 1992, the international community was shocked to hear of the recovery from shallow graves of 25
bodies, all but two of them children, near the ruined church of Santa Catarina in the village of El Mozote, El
Salvador. Shortly thereafter, another 100 corpses were discovered elsewhere in the village. After 11 years of
investigation, political pressure, and intense lobbying efforts by human rights groups, civil libertarians, and
concerned individuals, the truth of what really happened in 1981 in this remote Salvadoran village finally
began to emerge, a flashback to the infamous My Lai massacre of the Vietnam War. The situation in El
Mozote was similar: villagers caught in the political crossfire between rival groups during a brutal war,
trying to remain on friendly terms with their own soldiers while fearing to alienate the opposition. Danner's
well-written account, which first appeared in The New Yorker and has been expanded here, does a good job
of presenting evidence based on eyewitness accounts and reveals the callousness of U.S. Central American
policy (the killers were American-trained soldiers of the Salvadoran Army). Especially recommended for
Latin American collections.
Philip Y. Blue, Dowling Coll. Lib., Oakdale, N.Y.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Mark Danner is one of our best, most ambitious narrative journalists. He writes only on what he knows
deeply, cares about passionately. His harrowing, rebuking account of an atrocious episode of the civil war in
El Salvador touches on many of the central issues raised by American policies and journalistic practice in the
Cold War and after. This is an admirable, necessary book."

-- Susan Sontag

"Mark Danner's account of what happened at El Mozote is a gripping story on three levels -- that of the
massacre, that of the official cover-up and that of the press. It is also a brilliant piece of writing." -- Frances
FitzGerald



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Massacre at El Mozote: A Parable of the
Cold War (Classics of Reportage) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Joann Huertas:

Typically the book The Massacre at El Mozote: A Parable of the Cold War (Classics of Reportage) will
bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The Massacre at El Mozote: A
Parable of the Cold War (Classics of Reportage) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Muriel Colvard:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
soon. The The Massacre at El Mozote: A Parable of the Cold War (Classics of Reportage) provide you with
a new experience in reading through a book.

Karen Martinez:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Massacre at El Mozote: A Parable of the
Cold War (Classics of Reportage) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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