The Story of Christianity

DAVID BENTLEY HART

THE STORY OF .
CHRISTIANITY By David Bentley Hart

Read Online ©

The Story of Christianity By David Bentley Hart

The story of Christianity is an immeasurably fascinating one. A faith that began
in Roman occupied Palestine, as a small and fugitive faction within Judaism,
grew, thrived and finally "conquered" the empire that had sought to exterminate
it. Then, over many centuries and in many lands, it became the vital source from
which new civilizations sprang. At times, its geographical range expanded
mightily, at others contracted perilously. At times, the church proved heroically
true to its deepest moral principles; at others, inexcusably traitorous to them.

But, by the beginning of the 21st century, this faith that began in such fragility,
and that became so powerful--even though its temporal power has now receded
in its historic homelands--is the most widespread and diverse of al religions.
Christianity israpidly taking root in cultures very different from those in which it
was born and in which it once flourished, and is assuming configurations that
could not have been anticipated a century ago.

In The Sory of Christianity, the distinguished theologian David Bentley Hart
provides a broad picture of Christian history. Presented in 50 short chapters--each
focusing on acritical facet of Christian history or theology, and each amplified
by timelines, quotations, and color images--his magisterial account does full
justice to the range of Christian tradition, belief and practice--Eastern Orthodox,
Roman Catholic, Anglican, Presbyterian, Evangelical, Coptic, Chaldean,
Ethiopian Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, Malankaran, to name but a few of the
many possibilities.

From the persecutions of the early church to the papal-imperial conflicts of the
Middle Ages, from the religious wars of 16th and 17th-century Europe to the
challenges of science and secularism in the modern era, and from the ancient
Christian communities of Africaand Asiato the "house churches' of
contemporary China, The Story of Christianity triumphantly captures the
heterogeneous richness of Christian history.
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The story of Christianity is an immeasurably fascinating one. A faith that began in Roman occupied
Palestine, as asmall and fugitive faction within Judaism, grew, thrived and finally "conquered” the empire
that had sought to exterminate it. Then, over many centuries and in many lands, it became the vital source
from which new civilizations sprang. At times, its geographical range expanded mightily, at others
contracted perilously. At times, the church proved heroically true to its deepest moral principles; at others,
inexcusably traitorous to them.

But, by the beginning of the 21st century, this faith that began in such fragility, and that became so powerful-
-even though its temporal power has now receded in its historic homelands--is the most widespread and
diverse of al religions. Christianity israpidly taking root in cultures very different from those in which it
was born and in which it once flourished, and is assuming configurations that could not have been
anticipated a century ago.

In The Sory of Christianity, the distinguished theologian David Bentley Hart provides a broad picture of
Christian history. Presented in 50 short chapters--each focusing on a critical facet of Christian history or
theology, and each amplified by timelines, quotations, and color images--his magisterial account does full
justice to the range of Christian tradition, belief and practice--Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Anglican,
Presbyterian, Evangelical, Coptic, Chaldean, Ethiopian Orthodox, Armenian Orthodox, Malankaran, to name
but afew of the many possibilities.

From the persecutions of the early church to the papal-imperia conflicts of the Middle Ages, from the
religious wars of 16th and 17th-century Europe to the challenges of science and secularism in the modern
era, and from the ancient Christian communities of Africaand Asiato the "house churches' of contemporary
China, The Story of Christianity triumphantly captures the heterogeneous richness of Christian history.
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Editorial Review

Review
A theologian of exceptional quality - but also abrilliant stylist?Dr. Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of
Canterbury

About the Author

An Orthodox theologian, David Bentley Hart's specialties are philosophical theology and patristics. He
completed his divinity school training at the University of Cambridge, and his graduate training at the
University of Virginia. He is the author of The Doors of the Sea: Where Was God in the Tsunami? and The
Beauty of the Infinite: The Aesthetics of Christian Truth.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Theodore Stewart:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyonein thisworld can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authorsin thisworld
alwaystry to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their
book. One of them is this The Story of Christianity.

Arielle Griffin:

Often the book The Story of Christianity has alot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you
can get alot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this
book.

Alice Edwards:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Story of
Christianity which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.



Gerardo Roney:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Story of Christianity was colorful and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book The Story of Christianity has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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