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This book offers a unique insight into the role of human rights lawyers in
Chinese law and politics. In her extensive account, Eva Pils shows how these
practitioners are important as legal advocates for victims of injustice and how
bureaucratic systems of control operate to subdue and marginalise them. The
book also discusses how human rights lawyers and the social forces they work
for and with challenge the system. In conditions where organised political
opposition is prohibited, rights lawyers have begun to articulate and coordinate
demands for legal and political change.

Drawing on hundreds of anonymised conversations, the book analyses in detail
human rights lawyers’ legal advocacy in the face of severe institutional
limitations and their experiences of repression at the hands of the police and state
security apparatus, along with the intellectual, political and moral resources
lawyers draw upon to survive and resist. Key concerns include the interaction
between the lawyers and their bureaucratic, professional and social environments
and the forms and long term political impact of resistance. In addressing these
issues, Pils offers a rare evaluative perspective on China’s legal and political
system, and proposes new ways to assess domestic advocacy’s relationship with
international human rights and rule of law promotion.

This book will be of great interest and use to students and scholars of law,
Chinese studies, socio-legal studies, political studies, international relations, and
sociology. It is also of direct value to people working in the fields of human
rights advocacy, law, politics, international relations, and journalism.
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This book offers a unique insight into the role of human rights lawyers in Chinese law and politics. In her
extensive account, Eva Pils shows how these practitioners are important as legal advocates for victims of
injustice and how bureaucratic systems of control operate to subdue and marginalise them. The book also
discusses how human rights lawyers and the social forces they work for and with challenge the system. In
conditions where organised political opposition is prohibited, rights lawyers have begun to articulate and
coordinate demands for legal and political change.

Drawing on hundreds of anonymised conversations, the book analyses in detail human rights lawyers’ legal
advocacy in the face of severe institutional limitations and their experiences of repression at the hands of the
police and state security apparatus, along with the intellectual, political and moral resources lawyers draw
upon to survive and resist. Key concerns include the interaction between the lawyers and their bureaucratic,
professional and social environments and the forms and long term political impact of resistance. In
addressing these issues, Pils offers a rare evaluative perspective on China’s legal and political system, and
proposes new ways to assess domestic advocacy’s relationship with international human rights and rule of
law promotion.

This book will be of great interest and use to students and scholars of law, Chinese studies, socio-legal
studies, political studies, international relations, and sociology. It is also of direct value to people working in
the fields of human rights advocacy, law, politics, international relations, and journalism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Pils provides extraordinary insight into how the government controls lawyers through a mix of bureaucratic
procedures and extralegal coercion and how the legal system works against citizens when their claims
challenge official prerogatives." - Andrew J. Nathan, Foreign Affairs

About the Author

Eva Pils is Reader in Transnational Law at the Dickson Poon School of Law, King’s College London. She
studied law, philosophy and sinology in Heidelberg, London and Beijing, qualified as a lawyer in Germany
and holds a PhD in law from University College London. Her scholarship focuses on human rights and the
law in China, with publications addressing the role and situation of Chinese human rights lawyers, land and
eviction rights, criminal justice, access to justice and conceptions of justice in China. Her publications on
these topics have appeared in academic publications as well as in the popular press. She has held
appointments at New York University Law School, Cornell University Law School, and the Chinese
University of Hong Kong Faculty of Law, and is a non-resident senior research fellow at the U.S.-Asia Law
Institute of New York University Law School.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beth Murray:

This China’s Human Rights Lawyers: Advocacy and Resistance (Routledge Research in Human Rights Law)
book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by
reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This China’s Human Rights Lawyers: Advocacy and
Resistance (Routledge Research in Human Rights Law) without we realize teach the one who looking at it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry China’s Human Rights Lawyers:
Advocacy and Resistance (Routledge Research in Human Rights Law) can bring any time you are and not
make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This China’s Human Rights Lawyers: Advocacy and Resistance (Routledge Research in
Human Rights Law) having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Gary Clark:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This China’s Human Rights Lawyers: Advocacy and
Resistance (Routledge Research in Human Rights Law) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with



the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Teresa Burns:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The China’s Human Rights Lawyers: Advocacy and
Resistance (Routledge Research in Human Rights Law) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Corinne Schlegel:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually
China’s Human Rights Lawyers: Advocacy and Resistance (Routledge Research in Human Rights Law).
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