
Country Music: A Biographical Dictionary

By Richard Carlin

Country Music: A Biographical Dictionary By Richard Carlin

This illustrated A-Z guide covers more than 700 country music artists, groups,
and bands. Articles also cover specific genres within country music as well as
instruments used. Written in a lively, engaging style, the entries not only outline
the careers of country music's greatest artists, they provide an understanding of
the artist's importance or failings, and a feeling for his or her style. Select
discographies are provided at the end of each entry, while a bibliography and
indexes by instrument, musical style, genre, and song title round out the work.

For a full list of entries, a generous selection of sample entries, and more, visit
the Country Music: A Biographical Dictionary website.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Country music speaks to the downtrodden, the lonely, the rebellious, and the bruised. Where else can you
find this type of lyric: "I've got tears in my ears from lyin' on my back in my bed while I cry over you" by
Harold Barlow?

That type of song is described as a "Weeper--a song dripping with heavy sentiment, often dealing with
romantic loss, death or betrayal" in a revised and expanded version of The Big Book of Country Music
(Penguin, 1995). There is factual information here but also Carlin's personal opinion on the historic and
current musicians of American country music. Following a short history of the genre, each entry includes
birth and death dates, followed by biographical information that covers lives before, during, and after any
commercial or critical success. The entry closes with a discography of selected currently available recordings
on CD. Photographs occasionally accompany the entries, which range in length from a quarter page in one
column to a whole two-column page.

A few entries on musical styles are included, for example, bluegrass, gospel, honky-tonk, and rockabilly. In
addition, other significant aspects of country music have entries, among them such instruments as the banjo
and the guitar and such places as the Grand Ole Opry. The majority of the entries are about the performers,
both individuals and groups. Carlin includes current favorites such as Billy Ray Cyrus and Faith Hill (who
sings "as if she were trying to launch her tonsils into the upper tier of seats at Yankee Stadium") along with
historic names such as the Carolina Tar Heels, who were best known during the 1920s.

Following the more than 900 biographical and subject entries are a select bibliography, appendixes on
selected entries by musical genre and selected entries by musical instrument, and finally a comprehensive
name index, which also includes song titles and album titles. This spirited look at country music is
recommended for large music collections as well as for any library serving fans of the genre. RBB
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
'High remarks for inclusiveness ... Included here are more than 700 insightful, alphabetical entries on
some of the major subgenres of country music as well as informative and entertaining biographical
sketches ... Recommended especially for school and public libraries looking for a current, not-too-
scholarly, single-volume biographical reference.' - Library Journal

About the Author
Richard Carlin is the author of several books on folk, country, and traditional music. He worked for
Folkways Records as an independent producer from 1975 to 1980, and is currently Executive Editor for
Music at Pearson Prentice Hall. He lives in Glen Ridge, New Jersey.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Henson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Country Music: A Biographical Dictionary. Try to make the book Country

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Music: A Biographical Dictionary as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So ,
let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Marvin Seto:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Country
Music: A Biographical Dictionary? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you
have various other opinion?

Jose Laney:

The knowledge that you get from Country Music: A Biographical Dictionary could be the more deep you
looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but Country Music: A Biographical Dictionary giving you enjoyment
feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Country Music: A Biographical Dictionary
instantly.

Jerry Jackman:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Country Music: A Biographical Dictionary this book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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