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This book investigates the specific conception and descent of a language of
"degeneration" from 1848 to 1918, with particular reference to France, Italy, and
England. The author shows how in the refraction and wake of evolution and
naturalism, new images and theories of atavism, "dégénérescence" and socio-
biological decline emerged in European culture and politics. He indicates the
wide cultural and political importance of the idea of degeneration, while showing
that the notion could mean different things at different times in different places.
Exploring the distinctive historical and discursive contexts in France, Italy, and
England within which the idea was developed, the book traces the profound
complex of political issues to which the concept of degeneration gave rise during
the period from the revolutions of 1848 to the First World War and beyond.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Pick has made a remarkable contribution here to a comparative understanding of degeneration theory and
suggested new ways to study the spread and meaning of medical culture.' Robert A. Nye, Medical History

'An account of Faces of Degeneration would demand another book, which would never be as good as the one
Pick has written.' Eugen Weber, The Times Literary Supplement

' ... essential intellectual historical background for the history of anthropology in the later 19th century.'
George Stocking, American Ethnologist

'Dr Pick's study makes a distinguished addition to CUP's series 'Ideas in Context'. Granted the standards
already established it would be difficult to offer higher praise.' Michael Biddis, French History

About the Author
Pick is Lecturer in History, Queen Mary and Westfield College, University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amanda Dell:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Faces of Degeneration:
A European Disorder, c.1848-1918 (Ideas in Context) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Robert Russo:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a guide. The book Faces of Degeneration: A European Disorder, c.1848-1918 (Ideas in
Context) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book offers high quality.



Alice Winfield:

The book untitled Faces of Degeneration: A European Disorder, c.1848-1918 (Ideas in Context) contain a lot
of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
examine.

Cynthia Olson:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Faces of Degeneration: A European Disorder,
c.1848-1918 (Ideas in Context) or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other
case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Faces of Degeneration: A European Disorder, c.1848-1918
(Ideas in Context) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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