A W » -
BRENDA
JACKSON

o
1=y

fu._r .

Fire and Desire (Madaris Family Novels Book
6)

By Brenda Jackson

Read Online ©

Fireand Desire (M adaris Family Novels Book 6) By Brenda Jackson

Two years ago, geologist Corinthians Avery had brazenly sneaked into a hotel
room to seduce Dex Madaris, head of Madaris Explorations and the longtime
object of her affection. But the man who emerged from the shower to find
Corinthians clad in next to nothing was handsome foreman Trevor Grant. When a
smug Trevor informed her that Dex was not only absent from the trip, but at
home happily married, Corinthians was mortified.

Now, stuck in South America on abusiness trip with Trevor, Corinthianstries to
avoid him at al costs. If only his broad shoulders and wickedly sexy smile didn't
send her senses into flames. Their hotel falls under terrorist attack, and
Corinthians has no choice but to place her trust in Trevor. Asthe two make a
daring escape into the war-torn streets, fear for their lives suddenly turns to
feverish desire, asthey both give in to the hottest danger of all. What neither of
them realizes is that one sultry night of passion under the luminous Latin skies
will change their livesforever....
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Two years ago, geologist Corinthians Avery had brazenly sneaked into a hotel room to seduce Dex Madaris,
head of Madaris Explorations and the longtime object of her affection. But the man who emerged from the
shower to find Corinthians clad in next to nothing was handsome foreman Trevor Grant. When a smug
Trevor informed her that Dex was not only absent from the trip, but at home happily married, Corinthians
was mortified.

Now, stuck in South America on abusiness trip with Trevor, Corinthianstriesto avoid him at al costs. If
only his broad shoulders and wickedly sexy smile didn't send her sensesinto flames. Their hotel falls under
terrorist attack, and Corinthians has no choice but to place her trust in Trevor. As the two make adaring
escape into the war-torn streets, fear for their lives suddenly turns to feverish desire, asthey both giveinto
the hottest danger of all. What neither of them realizes isthat one sultry night of passion under the luminous
Latin skieswill change their lives forever....
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

An ail research summit in Rio de Janeiro leads to romantic adventure for renowned geologist Corinthians
Avery and Trevor Grant, the head foreman of Madaris Explorations. A tense relationship, which began at a
business meeting two years before, is complicated when Corinthians, attempting to seduce a colleague by
secretly entering his hotel room half naked, inadvertently reveals herself to Trevor instead. A terrorist
takeover of their hotel forces the notoriously contentious African-American pair to take cover in the jungles
of South America, where Trevor's survival skills and fluency in Portuguese, honed from 15 yearsin aMarine
Force Reconnaissance unit, come in handy. Jackson (One Special Moment) turns up the heat in the already
steamy surroundings as Trevor and Corinthians put their differences aside and respond to their mutual
attraction, revealing a passion for each other hidden by years of anger. The duo's rescue and return to U.S.
soil isonly the beginning of Jackson's special brand of intrigue: now Trevor must save Corinthians from a
Middle Easterner who lusts after her and has made arrangements for her abduction to his country. (July)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

A New York Timesand USA TODAY bestselling and award-winning author of more than seventy-five
romance titles, Brendais a recent retiree who divides her time between family, writing and traveling with her
husband. Readers may write Brenda at P.O. Box 28267, Jacksonville, Florida 32226, by email at
WriterBJackson@aol .com or visit her website at www.brendajackson.net.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Trevor Grant knew the exact moment Corinthians Avery entered the huge conference room. A tremor of
heated desire shot through his entire body. It hadn't taken the alluring scent of her perfume to alert him of her
presence. The primitive, male part of him had immediately set off hisinternal radar, warning him that she
was within close range.

He shifted uneasily in his seat. The sensation he felt was not a new one, just an unwelcomed one. He'd been
attuned to her since that night two years ago when they had met. The woman he held within his sight looked
as she always did in his dreams, only today she was wearing more clothing.

A lot more clothing.

Last night, in the deep recesses of his sleep-induced mind, she was dressed in the outfit she had worn the first
time he had laid eyes on her. It had been a skimpy black negligee that had barely covered her body. Even
now, he could recall seeing her in it. Another slow tremor began in his stomach and spread down his body at
the steamy memory. He shifted in his seat again.

It didn't take much to envision her as he had seen her that night. And it didn't take much to remember the
shocked look on her face when he had been the one to walk out of the shower instead of the man she had
planned to seduce.

Trevor alowed himself asmall grin when he thought of her fainting at his feet after he'd informed her Dex
Madaris was married. It had been his supreme pleasure to pick her up off the floor and place her on the bed,
then watch her expression when she had cometo and realized her carefully laid plans of seduction had
backfired. Unfortunately the embarrassment of her folly had not curtailed her biting tongue or her fiery spirit.
She had lashed out at him asiif it had been his fault she had made a complete fool of herself.

Now here they were two years later, till bitter adversaries. She disliked him because he knew too much



about that night, and he disliked her equally as much because he had seen too much that night. Way too
much. And he hadn't gotten a decent night's sleep since without her and that skimpy black outfit invading his
dreams.

Since she was head geologist for Remington Oil, and he was head foreman for Madaris Explorations, their
paths had crossed afew times since that night. A little over ayear ago, their companies had worked together
on amajor project, and she had gone out of her way to avoid him. At the time, her actions had suited him just
fine because each time he had seen her, he had been reminded of a night he could not forget.

He watched her move around the conference room, greeting various business associates. She had not seen
him yet so he continued to just sit and watch her, patiently waiting for the moment she would become aware
of him.

Trevor leaned back in his chair and appreciated how her body moved with an unconscious gracefulness that
he couldn't help finding seductive. The conservative navy blue suit she wore should have downplayed her
beauty. Instead it fueled the fire within him because he knew just how sexy the body was underneath the
tailored skirt and jacket.

His gaze continued its survey of her trim, five-foot-eight-inch curvy figure before zeroing in on her face, a
perfect oval shape. It was the color of rich, creamy chocolate, and was a face any man would take a second
look at. Her hair was arich glossy black, and was alot longer than it had been that night. The stylish cut
framed her face and made her features more profound and even more radiant. He wondered how one woman
could convey such an aura of total professionalism in a boardroom and be such a sensuous temptressin a
hotel room.

"Ladies and gentlemen, if you'll take your seats, we can get our meeting underway,” Adam Flynn, senior
exploration manager for Remington Oil, was saying.

Trevor watched as Corinthians glanced around the room, looking for an available place at the huge table. The
smiling glint in her dark eyes immediately disappeared when she saw him. Flashing her adimpled smile, he
nodded. She frowned. Just as he had known, the gesture had teed her off. He enjoyed getting arise out of

her.

He saw sparks of anger leap into her eyes. His smile widened when he noticed the only available chair was
the one across from him, and he knew she had realized that fact. His gaze held hers as she took her seat. With
satisfied amusement in his eyes and without missing a beat, he said, "Good morning, Miss Avery. It's so
good seeing you again."

Knowing she was in earshot of others, he watched as she pasted a phony smile on her face and replied,
"Likewise, Mr. Grant."

He let out a deep, throaty chuckle. She could lie so well. He was the last person she would have wanted to
see. Thelast time their paths had crossed had been at a wedding last month when his friend Clayton Madaris
had married Syntel Remington's daughter, Syneda. Even then, the daggered |ooks Corinthians had given him
would have sent most men running. But not him. He had accepted it as a challenge.

By the time the meeting was underway, Trevor relaxed in his chair. It was business as usual.

Thelook in Trevor Grant's eyes was hot, nearly burning her with itsintensity, Corinthians thought. Each and
every time he looked at her, his gaze was like afire that heated her in some places and torched her to flames
in others. She sat tiffly rigid in her chair as she tried to control the fiery emotions that flowed through her.
How could the one man she despised arouse such feelings within her?



Shetried getting comfortable in her seat, knowing his gaze was still on her. Her frown deepened. She would
ignore him. At least she would try. She knew it would not be easy putting him out of her mind. She hadn't
had any successin doing that since meeting him.

Corinthians had to grudgingly admit there was something totally sexy about the ruggedly built man with
dark, piercing eyes. There was no way she could deny he was handsome. His black, curly, close-cropped hair
was trimmed neat on his head. And his dark, coffee-colored face encompassed high cheekbones, a straight
nose, full lips and a strong jawline that made any expression he wore serious, almost lethal. She knew he
stood well over six feet four inchestall, and her memory of him that night with only atowel wrapped around
hiswaist reminded her of wide shoulders, abroad hairy chest and long muscular legs. That image of him was
still vivid in her mind.

Every time she saw him, his presence reminded her of the night she had made atotal fool of herself. For
years, she had thought herself in love with Dex Madaris and had finally made up her mind to do something
about it. She had put her carefully laid plans of seduction into action, going so far as to get connecting hotel
rooms and then sneaking into his room when she had heard him in the shower. But it had not been Dex who
had emerged from the bathroom wearing nothing but a towel wrapped around his waist. It hadn't been Dex
whose virile, near-naked body had rendered her speechless...at least almost speechless. Nor was it Dex who
now continuously haunted her endless sleepless nights. To her utter misfortune, the man responsible for her
nightly tortures was sitting across from her. His full attention was centered on her, and she knew he was
doing it to deliberately rattle her.

And it was working.

"Corinthians, are you still available to fly to South Americato represent Remington Qil at the oil research
summit?’

Corinthians gave Adam Flynn her full attention and replied with asmile. "Yes, I'm available to go and
looking forward to the trip."

"Good. And we'll look forward to hearing your report at our next meeting,” Adam Flynn replied. He then
turned his attention to Trevor. "Do you know if Dex Madarisis still going?”

Trevor smiled at Corinthians before turning his attention to Adam. "Due to family obligations, Dex has
relinquished all travel plans abroad for awhile. I'll be the one representing Madaris Explorations at the
meeting in South America."

He turned and met Corinthians's shocked gaze. His smile deepened. "And I'm looking forward to the trip, as
well."

When the meeting ended, Corinthians tossed Trevor a chilling glare before quickly leaving the conference
room. A smile of satisfaction curved hislips. The gauntlet had been thrown down and the battle lines were
officially drawn. The bout was on and it would be afight to the finish; afray he didn't intend to lose. He
wouldn't accept anything but Corinthians Avery's complete, unconditional surrender.

Her days of avoiding him were over.
W elcome to Rio de Janeiro, senhorita.”

Corinthians Avery smiled at the irony of the man's greeting as she signed the hotel register. She hadn't felt
welcomed afew hours ago when she'd been detained at the Brazilian airport by a customs inspector who
thought her luggage appeared alittle too full.



"Thanks," she responded in English, momentarily forgetting to use some Portuguese words she'd learned
over the past couple of weeks.

"Would the senhorita like a cup of cafezinko delivered to your room later?"

Corinthians smiled. A cup of coffee, even strong, Brazilian coffee, sounded pretty good right now. "Sm
obrigada," she answered in Portuguese. She was awarded a smile from the hotel clerk for her effort.

"Senhorita, you have a message," he said, handing her the key to her room along with a sealed envel ope.
She opened the letter and scanned its contents. Call me when you arrive. I'min room 301. Trevor.

A deep frown appeared on Corinthians's face. She crushed the paper in her hand and tossed it in a nearby
wastepaper basket, feeling angry that she had wasted even a second of her time reading Trevor Grant's note.

"When did Mr. Grant arrive?'
"Y esterday, senhorita."

She nodded. "Under no circumstances do | want my room number given out. And the only calls I'll accept
are those from Remington Oil or from Reverend and Mrs. Avery. All others take down as messages.”

The hotel clerk nodded in understanding.

For the moment Corinthians felt a sense of relief in knowing she wouldn't be bothered by the likes of Trevor
Grant...at least not for alitt...

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Corrine Switzer:

This Fire and Desire (Madaris Family Novels Book 6) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that
it theworld isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read alot of information you
will get. Thiskind of Fire and Desire (Madaris Family Novels Book 6) without we comprehend teach the one
who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Fire and Desire (Madaris Family
Novels Book 6) can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves become full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Fire and Desire (Madaris Family Novels
Book 6) having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Alice Smith:

Hey guys, do you wishesto finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Fire and Desire
(Madaris Family Novels Book 6) suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Fire and Desire (Madaris Family Novels Book 6)is asingle of severa books this
everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
so al of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you awide range of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.



L eticia Bennet:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book and
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especiadly fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Fire and Desire (Madaris Family Novels Book 6), it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon
about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Robert Hill:

The reserve with title Fire and Desire (Madaris Family Novels Book 6) includes alot of information that you
can discover it. You can get alot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era
of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.
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