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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 5-8-A flawed, fictionalized diary of teenaged Princess Isabel of Castilla (better known to Americans
as | sabella, the queen who sponsored Columbus) that ends just before her marriage to Fernando 11 in 1469. It
isastory of intrigue, as Isabel strives to remain on good terms with both her controlling half-brother, King
Enrique, and her younger sibling, the rebel King Alfonso. It is also atale of romance, as unwelcome matches
for the princess are made and broken until she finally weds the man of her choice. Much detail is given of
lifein the mid-15th century. Appended historical notes include reproductions, atiny and incomplete map of
the Spanish states, and a condensed annotated family tree. A Spanish pronunciation guide and alist of
characters (helpfully indicating which are fictitious) are also provided. Unfortunately, there are numerous
errors in dating events and the tedious text is often just arecitation of activities. Thereislittle insight into
Isabel's personality; the few feelings that are expressed make her sound whiny and complaining, atotally
inaccurate portrait. There is no depth to this storybook creation.

Ann W. Maoore, Schenectady County Public Library, NY

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

Bristling with palace intrigue, this entry in the Royal Diaries series tells the story of the pious, determined,
soon-to-be Queen Isabel of Castilla during avolatile period in history. Known to American children as the
royal who sponsored Christopher Columbuss journey to the New World, I1sabel had arocky adolescence.
Ripped from her family and banished to Segovia by her half-brother, King Enrique of Castilla, |sabel
endured atedious life. The country was in turmoil; both Enrigue and his half- brother Alfonso had claimed
the crown. Although the rocky political terrain of what would later become part of Spain istouched uponin
Isabelsfictionalized diary, the book centers on her marriage prospectsEnrique arranged several matches for
his half- sister, based largely on his need to secure power. Wishing to marry Fernando, Prince of Aragon and
King of Sicily, Isabel took mattersinto her own hands, scheming royally until her dream became aredlity in
1469. Although the writing is dull and sluggish in spots, Meyer (Mary, Bloody Mary, 1999, etc.) offersa
multifaceted portrait of this complicated regal youngster and her tumultuous times, smoothly integrating the
themesa passionate belief in Christianity and an interest in navigationthat was central to her reign. Followed
by an excellent section of notes and biographical information, this book is sure to whet readers appetites for
more. (historical notes, glossary of characters, pronunciation guide, family tree, archival drawings)
(Historical fiction. 8-12)-- Copyright © 2000 Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Brier:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Isabel: Jewel of Castilla, Spain 1466
(The Royal Diaries) will make you to be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?



Linda Carroll:

This Isabel: Jewel of Castilla, Spain 1466 (The Royal Diaries) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information
inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read alot of information
you will get. That Isabel: Jewel of Castilla, Spain 1466 (The Royal Diaries) without we realize teach the one
who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Isabel: Jewel of
Castilla, Spain 1466 (The Royal Diaries) can bring once you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Isabel:
Jewe of Cadtilla, Spain 1466 (The Royal Diaries) having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Delbert Storey:

This book untitled Isabel: Jewel of Castilla, Spain 1466 (The Royal Diaries) to be one of several books this
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onit. Y ou will
easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it viaonline. The publisher of this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
thereis no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Tia Rosario:

Areyou kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this al time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Isabel: Jewel of Castilla, Spain 1466 (The Royal Diaries) can be your answer as
it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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