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Antibiotics will soon no longer be able to cure common illnesses such as strep
throat, sinusitis and middle ear infections as they have done for the last 60 years.
Antibiotic-resistant bacteria are increasing at a much faster rate than new
antibiotics to treat them are being developed. The prescription of antibiotics for
viral illnesses is a key cause of increasing bacterial resistance. Despite this fact,
many children continue to receive antibiotics unnecessarily for the treatment of
viral upper respiratory tract infections. Why do American physicians continue to
prescribe inappropriately given the high social stakes of this action? The answer
appears to lie in the fundamentally social nature of medical practice: physicians
do not prescribe as the result of a clinical algorithm but prescribe in the context
of a conversation with a parent and a child. Thus, physicians have a classic social
dilemma which pits individual parents and children against a greater social good.

This book examines parent-physician conversations in detail, showing how
parents put pressure on doctors in largely covert ways, for instance in specific
communication practices for explaining why they have brought their child to the
doctor or answering a history-taking question. This book also shows how
physicians yield to this seemingly subtle pressure evidencing that apparently
small differences in wording have important consequences for diagnosis and
treatment recommendations. Following parents use of these interactional
practices, physicians are more likely to make concessions, alter their diagnosis or
alter their treatment recommendation. This book also shows how small changes
in the way physicians present their findings and recommendations can decrease
parent pressure for antibiotics. This book carefully documents the important and
observable link between micro social interaction and macro public health
domains.
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Antibiotics will soon no longer be able to cure common illnesses such as strep throat, sinusitis and middle
ear infections as they have done for the last 60 years. Antibiotic-resistant bacteria are increasing at a much
faster rate than new antibiotics to treat them are being developed. The prescription of antibiotics for viral
illnesses is a key cause of increasing bacterial resistance. Despite this fact, many children continue to receive
antibiotics unnecessarily for the treatment of viral upper respiratory tract infections. Why do American
physicians continue to prescribe inappropriately given the high social stakes of this action? The answer
appears to lie in the fundamentally social nature of medical practice: physicians do not prescribe as the result
of a clinical algorithm but prescribe in the context of a conversation with a parent and a child. Thus,
physicians have a classic social dilemma which pits individual parents and children against a greater social
good.

This book examines parent-physician conversations in detail, showing how parents put pressure on doctors in
largely covert ways, for instance in specific communication practices for explaining why they have brought
their child to the doctor or answering a history-taking question. This book also shows how physicians yield
to this seemingly subtle pressure evidencing that apparently small differences in wording have important
consequences for diagnosis and treatment recommendations. Following parents use of these interactional
practices, physicians are more likely to make concessions, alter their diagnosis or alter their treatment
recommendation. This book also shows how small changes in the way physicians present their findings and
recommendations can decrease parent pressure for antibiotics. This book carefully documents the important
and observable link between micro social interaction and macro public health domains.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Prescribing Under Pressure makes a valuable contribution to the discussion of what we as a society can do
about the problem of the over prescription of antibiotics."--M. Catherine Gruber, Linguist List

About the Author

Tanya Stivers is Staff Scientist in the Language and Communication Group at the Max Planck Institute for
Psycholinguistics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Nakagawa:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Prescribing under Pressure: Parent-Physician Conversations and
Antibiotics (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics).

Mary Ponce:

This Prescribing under Pressure: Parent-Physician Conversations and Antibiotics (Oxford Studies in
Sociolinguistics) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Prescribing under
Pressure: Parent-Physician Conversations and Antibiotics (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) without we
understand teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry
Prescribing under Pressure: Parent-Physician Conversations and Antibiotics (Oxford Studies in
Sociolinguistics) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Prescribing under Pressure: Parent-
Physician Conversations and Antibiotics (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) having good arrangement in
word as well as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.



Dominique Rigney:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Prescribing under Pressure: Parent-Physician
Conversations and Antibiotics (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) book since this book offers you rich
details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Annetta Doucette:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Prescribing under Pressure: Parent-Physician Conversations and Antibiotics (Oxford Studies in
Sociolinguistics) when you desired it?
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