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The Nihon ryoiki, a collection of setsuwa, or "anecdotal" tales, compiled by a
monk in late-eighth- or early-ninth-century Japan, records the spread of Buddhist
ideas in Japan and the ways in which Buddhism's principles were adapted to the
conditions of Japanese society. Beginning in the time before Buddhism was
introduced to Japan, the text captures the effects of the nation's initial contact
with Buddhism?brought by emissaries from the king of the Korean state of
Paekche?and the subsequent adoption and dissemination of these new teachings
in Japanese towns and cities.

The Nihon ryoiki provides a crucial window into the ways in which Japanese
Buddhists began to make sense of the teachings and texts of their religion,
incorporate religious observances and materials from Korea and China, and
articulate a popularized form of Buddhist practice and belief that could extend
beyond monastic centers. The setsuwa genre would become one of the major
textual projects of classical and medieval Buddhism, with nearly two dozen
collections appearing over the next five centuries. The Nihon ryoiki serves as a
vital reference for these later works, with the tales it contains finding their way
into folkloric traditions and becoming a major source for Japanese authors well
into the modern period.
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The Nihon ryoiki, a collection of setsuwa, or "anecdotal" tales, compiled by a monk in late-eighth- or early-
ninth-century Japan, records the spread of Buddhist ideas in Japan and the ways in which Buddhism's
principles were adapted to the conditions of Japanese society. Beginning in the time before Buddhism was
introduced to Japan, the text captures the effects of the nation's initial contact with Buddhism?brought by
emissaries from the king of the Korean state of Paekche?and the subsequent adoption and dissemination of
these new teachings in Japanese towns and cities.

The Nihon ryoiki provides a crucial window into the ways in which Japanese Buddhists began to make sense
of the teachings and texts of their religion, incorporate religious observances and materials from Korea and
China, and articulate a popularized form of Buddhist practice and belief that could extend beyond monastic
centers. The setsuwa genre would become one of the major textual projects of classical and medieval
Buddhism, with nearly two dozen collections appearing over the next five centuries. The Nihon ryoiki serves
as a vital reference for these later works, with the tales it contains finding their way into folkloric traditions
and becoming a major source for Japanese authors well into the modern period.
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Editorial Review

Review

These stories amuse, enchant, sometimes delight... A wonderful addition to the bedside table.

(Buddha Diaries)

Review

Compiled by a low-ranking monk active in the capital, the Nihon ryoiki is the earliest example of setsuwa
(explanatory tale) literature in Japan and, as such, is a foundational work. Burton Watson's turns of phrase
are really delightful, very smooth, and very accurate

(Charlotte Eubanks, Pennsylvania State University)

About the Author

Burton Watson has taught at Columbia, Stanford, and Kyoto universities and is one of the world's best-
known translators of Chinese and Japanese works. His translations include The Complete Works of Zhuangzi,
The Demon at Agi Bridge and Other Japanese Tales, The Analects of Confucius, The Tales of the Heike, and
The Lotus Sutra; the writings of Mozi, Xunzi, and Han Feizi; The Columbia Book of Chinese Poetry; and
Records of the Grand Historian.

Haruo Shirane is Shincho Professor of Japanese Literature and Culture at Columbia University and the
author and editor of numerous books on Japanese literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jack Young:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Record of Miraculous Events
in Japan: The Nihon ryoiki (Translations from the Asian Classics) book as beginning and daily reading e-
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Linda Henderson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Record of
Miraculous Events in Japan: The Nihon ryoiki (Translations from the Asian Classics) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Record of



Miraculous Events in Japan: The Nihon ryoiki (Translations from the Asian Classics)is one of several books
this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their
plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book
will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
with this book.

Patricia Henderson:

The actual book Record of Miraculous Events in Japan: The Nihon ryoiki (Translations from the Asian
Classics) will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe
the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Record
of Miraculous Events in Japan: The Nihon ryoiki (Translations from the Asian Classics) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Tammy Medina:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Record of Miraculous Events in Japan: The Nihon ryoiki (Translations from the
Asian Classics) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book offers high quality.
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