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In Religion and the Struggle for European Union, Brent F. Nelsen and James L.
Guth delve into the powerful role of religion in shaping European attitudes on
politics, political integration, and the national and continental identities of its
leaders and citizens.

Nelsen and Guth contend that for centuries Catholicism promoted the
universality of the Church and the essential unity of Christendom. Protestantism,
by contrast, esteemed particularity and feared Catholic dominance. These
differing visions of Europe have influenced the process of postwar integration in
profound ways. Nelsen and Guth compare the Catholic view of Europe as a
single cultural entity best governed as a unified polity against traditional
Protestant estrangement from continental culture and its preference for pragmatic
cooperation over the sacrifice of sovereignty. As the authors show, this deep
cultural divide, rooted in the struggles of the Reformation, resists the ongoing
secularization of the continent. Unless addressed, it threatens decades of hard-
won gains in security and prosperity.

Farsighted and rich with data, Religion and the Struggle for European Union
offers a pragmatic way forward in the EU's attempts to solve its social, economic,
and political crises.
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Editorial Review

Review
They build a compelling, coherent argument. Their narrative is rich with quotations that blend religious
symbolism with political aspirations... The argument rests on a firm foundation of statistical analysis: Nelsen
and Guth have pioneered the use of Eurobarometer data to explore the correlations between religious
devotion and European identity, putting the findings of their many (large) statistical models to good use here.
Survival

Review

"Religion and the Struggle for European Union is refreshing and counter-intuitive for three main reasons.
First, it reveals how religious identities and cleavages are essential for even an archetypal humanist
project?the European Union. Second, it problematizes the deeply conceived notion of Europe as the
paramount example of socio-political secularization. Finally, it discusses possibilities and limitations for the
integration of Orthodox and Muslim groups into the supranational European identity, which was originally
promoted by Catholics and doubted by Protestants."?Ahmet Kuru, author of Secularism and State Policies
toward Religion: The United States, France, and Turkey

"Religion and the Struggle for European Union is a major contribution to the literature on religion and
politics in Europe. Brent Nelsen and James L. Guth argue that religious, or confessional, culture, plays an
important role in understanding regional differences of opinion among Europeans, especially regarding
integration. The authors display an impressive command of the relevant historical, cultural, and political
factors, and convincingly argue that Catholics tend to be more supportive of European integration than
Protestants."?Paul Christopher Manuel, Institute for Leadership Studies, Mount St. Mary's University

"This is a superlative book. Nelsen and Guth have taken a novel, imaginative approach to the prospects for
the European Union, which is among the most important global issues of the 21st century. Nelsen and Guth
combine broad historical and theoretical perspectives with nuanced and insightful data analyses. This is an
excellent illustration of the subtle and indirect ways in which religion can influence apparently secular
political phenomena."?Ted Jelen, professor, Department of Political Science, University of Nevada, Las
Vegas

"Two top American scholars join forces to explore European complexities in a both distanciated and intimate
way. This book is a striking illustration of the significance of religion as a whole and of the resilience of
diverse confessional cultures in the "longue durée". A must-read for anybody willing to understand
contemporary politics in the European Union."?Francois Foret, professor of political science/Jean Monnet
Chair, Director of CEVIPOL, CEVIPOL/Institute for European Studies, Université Libre de Bruxelles

About the Author
Brent F. Nelsen is a professor of political science at Furman University. He is the coeditor of The European
Union: Readings on the Theory and Practice of Integration and editor of Norway and the European
Community.

James L. Guth is William Rand Kenan, Jr. Professor of Political Science, Furman University. He is the
coeditor of The Oxford Handbook of Religion and American Politics with Corwin E. Smidt and Lyman A.
Kellstedt.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Blackburn:

This Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration
(Religion and Politics) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This Religion and the Struggle for
European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Politics) without we
comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration
(Religion and Politics) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Religion and the Struggle for
European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Politics) having fine
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Ann Wren:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Religion and the Struggle for
European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Politics) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be
claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick
Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion
and Politics) become your starter.

Michael Johnson:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of
Integration (Religion and Politics) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that ideal with
your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Religion and the Struggle for European Union:
Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Politics). You can more appealing than
now.

Angela Joseph:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book Religion and the Struggle for
European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion and Politics) to make your



own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and looking at
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the guide
Religion and the Struggle for European Union: Confessional Culture and the Limits of Integration (Religion
and Politics) can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of
these time.
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