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Fascinating texts written on small gold tablets that were deposited in graves
provide a unique source of information about what some Greeks and Romans
believed regarding the fate that awaited them after death, and how they could
influence it.  These texts, dating from the late fifth century BCE to the second
century CE, have been part of the scholarly debate on ancient afterlife beliefs
since the end of the nineteenth century.  Recent finds and analysis of the texts
have reshaped our understanding of their purpose and of the perceived afterlife. 

The tablets belonged to those who had been initiated into the mysteries of
Dionysus Bacchius and relied heavily upon myths narrated in poems ascribed to
the mythical singer Orpheus.  After providing the Greek text and a translation of
all the available tablets, the authors analyze their role in the mysteries of
Dionysus, and present an outline of the myths concerning the origins of humanity
and of the sacred texts that the Greeks ascribed to Orpheus.  Related ancient texts
are also appended in English translations.  Providing the first book-length edition
and discussion of these enigmatic texts in English, and their first English
translation, this book is essential to the study of ancient Greek religion.
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Fascinating texts written on small gold tablets that were deposited in graves provide a unique source of
information about what some Greeks and Romans believed regarding the fate that awaited them after death,
and how they could influence it.  These texts, dating from the late fifth century BCE to the second century
CE, have been part of the scholarly debate on ancient afterlife beliefs since the end of the nineteenth
century.  Recent finds and analysis of the texts have reshaped our understanding of their purpose and of the
perceived afterlife. 

The tablets belonged to those who had been initiated into the mysteries of Dionysus Bacchius and relied
heavily upon myths narrated in poems ascribed to the mythical singer Orpheus.  After providing the Greek
text and a translation of all the available tablets, the authors analyze their role in the mysteries of Dionysus,
and present an outline of the myths concerning the origins of humanity and of the sacred texts that the
Greeks ascribed to Orpheus.  Related ancient texts are also appended in English translations.  Providing the
first book-length edition and discussion of these enigmatic texts in English, and their first English translation,
this book is essential to the study of ancient Greek religion.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This new edition is a most welcome and timely expansion of the first edition… [with] notable
improvements… Given the rate of new archaeological discoveries, and the proliferation of research in
the area, such a judicious and up-to-date resource is very much needed. This second edition will fill
that gap, and prove to be every bit as influential and valuable as the first edition.” - J.R.C. Cousland,
Bryn Mawr Classical Review

"The new edition represents a welcome advance, since the authors take into account a number of
recent developments in the scholarship of this rapidly moving field with their characteristic
thoughtfulness and erudition." - Radcliffe G. Edmonds III, Bryn Mawr College

Praise for the first edition:

'A generous range of subject material is covered, the argument is detailed and thorough, the authors'
scholarship enables them to tackle a variety of issues... exemplary clarity and precision... a work
teeming with good ideas, clear, and well structured.' - Bryn Mawr Classical Review

'Graf and Johnston have put togetheran exciting study, one that will illuminate the shadowy darkness,
not just for the initiate, but also for the uninitiated venturing for the first time into the world of the
Bacchic gold tablets.' - Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author

Fritz Graf is Distinguished University Professor at The Ohio State University, where he teaches in the
Department of Classics and directs the Epigraphy Section of the Center for Epigraphical and Palaeographical
Studies.

Sarah Iles Johnston is Arts and Humanities Distinguished Professor of Religion and Professor of Classics at
The Ohio State University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Collier:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Ritual Texts for the Afterlife: Orpheus
and the Bacchic Gold Tablets book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.



Lucille Davis:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Ritual Texts for the
Afterlife: Orpheus and the Bacchic Gold Tablets that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply
by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Ritual Texts for the Afterlife: Orpheus and the
Bacchic Gold Tablets become your own personal starter.

Sherry Hansen:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Ritual Texts for the Afterlife:
Orpheus and the Bacchic Gold Tablets which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's see.

Betty Serrano:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Ritual
Texts for the Afterlife: Orpheus and the Bacchic Gold Tablets.
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