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In 1989, Bill Porter, having spent much of his life studying and translating
Chinese religious and philosophical texts, began to wonder if the Buddhist hermit
tradition still existed in China. At the time, it was believed that the Cultural
Revolution had dealt a lethal blow to all religions in China, destroying countless
temples and shrines, and forcibly returning thousands of monks and nuns to a lay
life.

But when Porter travels to the Chungnan mountains — the historical refuge of
ancient hermits — he discovers that the hermit tradition is very much alive, as
dozens of monks and nuns continue to lead solitary lives in quiet contemplation
of their faith deep in the mountains.

Part travelogue, part history, part sociology, and part religious study, this record
of extraordinary journeys to an unknown China sheds light on a phenomenon
unparalleled in the West. Porter’s discovery is more than a revelation, and
uncovers the glimmer of hope for the future of religion in China.
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In 1989, Bill Porter, having spent much of his life studying and translating Chinese religious and
philosophical texts, began to wonder if the Buddhist hermit tradition still existed in China. At the time, it was
believed that the Cultural Revolution had dealt a lethal blow to all religions in China, destroying countless
temples and shrines, and forcibly returning thousands of monks and nuns to a lay life.

But when Porter travels to the Chungnan mountains — the historical refuge of ancient hermits — he
discovers that the hermit tradition is very much alive, as dozens of monks and nuns continue to lead solitary
lives in quiet contemplation of their faith deep in the mountains.

Part travelogue, part history, part sociology, and part religious study, this record of extraordinary journeys to
an unknown China sheds light on a phenomenon unparalleled in the West. Porter’s discovery is more than a
revelation, and uncovers the glimmer of hope for the future of religion in China.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
From 1966 to 1976 the malevolent rage of the Chinese Cultural Revolution struck a devastating blow to all
religions in China, destroying countless temples and shrines that had stood for centuries and forcibly
returning thousands of monks and nuns to lay life. Bill Porter had been told that the venerable hermetic
tradition in China had also succumbed, but he went looking anyway. What he found, Taoist and Buddhist
monks and nuns living in huts and caves deep in the mountains of central China, is more than a revelation, it
is a glimmer of hope for the future of religion in China.

From Publishers Weekly
Porter, a Hong Kong-based writer whose previous books were published under the pen name Red Pine ( The
Zen Teaching of Bodhidharma ), lived in a Taiwanese monastery for three years in the 1970s and later
translated works of some Chinese hermits long admired for their virtue. When travel to China opened up in
the late 1980s, Porter began to search for hermits who might have survived under years of communism. His
story is unusual, but his "encounters"--actually, brief interviews--produce not subtle observations but
statements of gnomic profundity: " . . . the Tao is empty. It can't be explained." Still, Porter showed
undeniable bravery as he trekked through the Chungnan Mountains in central China to interview more than
20 male and female hermits. Some hermits are circumspect about politics, having suffered under the Cultural
Revolution, while others, like an 85-year-old monk who had lived in a cave for 50 years, are oblivious to the
political changes. Porter's historical and literary reflections show sensitivity to his subject, but this book
seems aimed only at those interested in such spiritual quests. Some of the photographs are starkly
spectacular.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In this first-person narrative, the author relates his journey to seek out the religious hermits of China, who
left civilization and chose to live alone as monks in the mountains of China, quietly practicing their
Buddhist, Taoist, and Confucian faith. Sprinkled with Eastern religious philosophy, Chinese current affairs,
and personal observations, this travel book reveals a secluded world very few people believed survived the
purges of the Chinese Communists. The author wisely includes transcripts from conversations with many of
the hermits, both men and women, and through their words the reader comes away with a better
understanding of their lives and their reasons for deciding to live their harsh existence. This is not intended to
be a scholarly study but an invitation to the public to discover this relatively unknown aspect of Chinese
religious culture. Recommended for public libraries.
- Glenn Masuchika, Chaminade Univ. Lib., Honolulu
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carol Frazier:

The book Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Road to Heaven: Encounters
with Chinese Hermits? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can
give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Road to



Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Bernice Hicks:

The reserve untitled Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits is the publication that recommended
to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

James Stumbaugh:

The reason? Because this Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content within easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you
a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Pedro Dillon:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Road to Heaven: Encounters
with Chinese Hermits is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book.
It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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