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A groundbreaking biography reveals the haunted origins of the man who
created Dracula and traces the psychosexual contours of late Victorian
society.

First published in 1897, Dracula has had a long and multifaceted afterlife?one
rivaling even its immortal creation; yet Bram Stoker has remained a hovering
specter in this pervasive mythology. In Something in the Blood, David J. Skal
exhumes the inner world and strange genius of the writer who birthed an undying
cultural icon, painting an astonishing portrait of the age in which Stoker was
born?a time when death was no metaphor but a constant threat easily imagined as
a character existing in flesh and blood.

Just as in his celebrated histories The Monster Show and Hollywood Gothic, Skal
draws on a wealth of newly discovered documents with "the skills of a fine
detective" (New York Times Book Review) to challenge much of our accepted
wisdom about Dracula, Stoker, and the late Victorian age. Staging Stoker’s life
against a grisly tableau of the myriad anxieties plaguing the Victorian fin de
siecle, Skal investigates Stoker’s "transgendered imagination," unearthing
Stoker’s unpublished, sexually ambiguous poetry and his passionate youthful
correspondence with Walt Whitman?printed in full here for the very first time.

Born into a middle-class Protestant family in Dublin in "Black 47"?the year the
potato famine swept the country?Stoker was inexplicably paralyzed as a boy, and
his early years unfold alongside a parade of Victorian medical mysteries and
horrors: cholera and typhus, frantic bloodletting, mesmeric quack cures, and the
gnawing obsession with “bad blood” that colors Dracula. While destined to
become best known for his legendary undead count, Bram Stoker would become
a prolific writer, critic, and theater producer, rubbing shoulders with Henry
Irving, Hall Caine, and Lady Jane Wilde and her salon set?including her fated-to-
be-infamous son Oscar.

In this probing psychological and cultural portrait of the man who brought us one
of the most memorable monsters in history, Skal reveals a lifetime spent
wrestling with the greatest questions of an era?a time riddled by disease,
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competing attitudes toward sex and gender, and unprecedented scientific
innovation accompanied by rising paranoia and crises of faith. Stoker’s battle
resulted in a resilient modern folktale that continues to shock and enthrall;
perhaps the most frightening thing about Dracula, Skal writes, "is the strong
probability that it meant far less to Bram Stoker than it has come to mean to us."

16 pages of color and 80 black-and-white illustrations
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shoulders with Henry Irving, Hall Caine, and Lady Jane Wilde and her salon set?including her fated-to-be-
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In this probing psychological and cultural portrait of the man who brought us one of the most memorable
monsters in history, Skal reveals a lifetime spent wrestling with the greatest questions of an era?a time
riddled by disease, competing attitudes toward sex and gender, and unprecedented scientific innovation
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Editorial Review

Review
“Sharply written, well-researched (with judicious use of recent discoveries), attentive to detail, and
entertaining to read. Skal’s is the finest, most balanced biography of Bram Stoker yet written.” (Sir
Christopher Frayling, author of Vampyres: Lord Byron to Count Dracula and Nightmare: The Birth of
Horror)

About the Author
David J. Skal is a leading American cultural historian and critic of horror films and Gothic literature. The
author of The Monster Show and Hollywood Gothic, he lives in Glendale, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eloise Torres:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of
Something in the Blood: The Untold Story of Bram Stoker, the Man Who Wrote Dracula book as beginner
and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Michael Coffman:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Something in the Blood: The Untold
Story of Bram Stoker, the Man Who Wrote Dracula is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Louise Fulghum:

The ability that you get from Something in the Blood: The Untold Story of Bram Stoker, the Man Who
Wrote Dracula is the more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Something in the Blood: The
Untold Story of Bram Stoker, the Man Who Wrote Dracula giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this Something in the Blood: The Untold Story of Bram Stoker, the



Man Who Wrote Dracula instantly.

Karl Henderson:

This Something in the Blood: The Untold Story of Bram Stoker, the Man Who Wrote Dracula is great guide
for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we
can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having Something in the Blood: The Untold Story of Bram Stoker, the Man Who
Wrote Dracula in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this
is certainly good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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