
Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise
Lost, 2nd Edition

By Stanley Fish

Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition By Stanley Fish

In 1967 the world of Milton studies was divided into two armed camps: one
proclaiming (in the tradition of Blake and Shelley) that Milton was of the devil's
party with or without knowing it, the other proclaiming (in the tradition of
Addison and C. S. Lewis) that the poet's sympathies are obviously with God and
the angels loyal to him.

The achievement of Stanley Fish's Surprised by Sin was to reconcile the two
camps by subsuming their claims in a single overarching thesis: Paradise Lost is
a poem about how its readers came to be the way they are--that is, fallen--and the
poem's lesson is proven on a reader's impulse every time he or she finds a
devilish action attractive or a godly action dismaying.

Fish's argument reshaped the face of Milton studies; thirty years later the issues
raised in Surprised by Sin continue to set the agenda and drive debate.
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Editorial Review

Review
Thirty years after its original publication. Surprised by Sin remains the one indispensable book on Milton.
This dazzling, high-stakes work of mind taught a generation of readers how to read anew. And, lest we
thought its rigorous injunctions had been dulled or blandly assimilated by the intervening years, Fish dares
us, in a formidable new preface, to think again. (Linda Gregerson, University of Michigan)

Thirty years ago, Surprised by Sin initiated the modern age in Milton criticism. Still the one book necessarily
engaged by Milton scholars, it continues to provoke, irritate, and illuminate. Reissued now, with a substantial
new preface, it clarifies in fascinating ways not only the course of Milton studies but also the continuing
career of its controversial author. (Marshall Grossman, University of Maryland at College Park)

The first edition of Surprised by Sin revised the critical landscape of Milton studies more significantly and
more influentially than any other analysis of Paradise Lost in modern history. The second edition contains a
substantial preface, not only an apologia but also a brilliant critical manifesto in its own right. Fish thereby
affirms the validity, preeminence, and timeliness of his "great argument," which will continue to inform
critical debates unremittingly in the future. (Albert C. Labriola, Duquesne University)

About the Author
Stanley Fish is Davidson-Kahn Distinguished University Professor of Humanities and Law at Florida
International University. His many books include There’s No Such Thing as Free Speech: And It’s a Good
Thing, Too.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eileen Smith:

This Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition book is simply not ordinary book, you have
it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside
this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. This specific Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition without we
comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry
Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition can bring if you are and not make your handbag
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even phone. This
Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition having great arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Clayton Bruce:

This Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition are generally reliable for you who want to
be a successful person, why. The reason of this Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition
can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food
but feed you with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually



handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside
that this Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Antoine Anderson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition was
filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.

Mohammed Strohl:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Surprised by Sin: The Reader in Paradise Lost, 2nd Edition can make you
feel more interested to read.
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