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Why did science emerge in the West and how did scientific values come to be
regarded as the yardstick for all other forms of knowledge? Stephen Gaukroger
shows just how bitterly the cognitive and cultural standing of science was
contested in its early development. Rejecting the traditional picture of
secularization, he argues that science in the seventeenth century emerged not in
opposition to religion but rather was in many respects driven by it. Moreover,
science did not present a unified picture of nature but was an unstable field of
different, often locally successful but just as often incompatible, programmes. To
complicate matters, much depended on attempts to reshape the persona of the
natural philosopher, and distinctive new notions of objectivity and impartiality
were imported into natural philosophy, changing its character radically by
redefining the qualities of its practitioners.

The West's sense of itself, its relation to its past, and its sense of its future, have
been profoundly altered since the seventeenth century, as cognitive values
generally have gradually come to be shaped around scientific ones. Science has
not merely brought a new set of such values to the task of understanding the
world and our place in it, but rather has completely transformed the task,
redefining the goals of enquiry. This distinctive feature of the development of a
scientific culture in the West marks it out from other scientifically productive
cultures. In The Emergence of a Scientific Culture, Stephen Gaukroger offers a
detailed and comprehensive account of the formative stages of this development-
-and one which challenges the received wisdom that science was seen to be self-
evidently the correct path to knowledge and that the benefits of science were
immediately obvious to the disinterested observer.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An impressive and wide ranging book.... Gaukroger's grand beginning of an even grander five-volume
narrative is an exceptional book. Its structure of scientific authority, as it were, is certain to stimulate long
and lively discussions among academics of every stripe, from medievalists through historical sociologists to
historians of science, religion, and the world's civilizations."--Michael H. Shank, Renaissance Quarterly

"Especially useful to philosophers looking for the historical context of particular arguments. Few historians
have the ambition to attempt a synoptic treatment of the entire history of Western science at anything more
than an introductory level. Certainly, no one has undertaken such a project in recent years, when so much has
been added to the secondary literature. Gaukroger's book is a comprehensive, narrative overview of the state
of the art. The Emergence of a Scientific Culture and its companion volumes will fill an empty niche on
scholars' bookshelves."--David Marshall Miller, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

"A careful reading of this outstanding treatise by Gaukroger brings to life not only 500 crucial years that
yielded the emergence of science in the west, but also the religious ferment and motivations that forwarded
the new scientific culture."--T. Eastman, CHOICE

"Gaukroger provides an insightful analysis...and the book's...content also reminds us of its author's
accomplishments as a historian of philosophy."--Peter Dear, Nature

"A project of breathtaking ambition...is an impressive performance...and synthesizes a lot of difficult
material into a coherent body."--Times Literary Supplement

"An impressive and wide ranging book.... Gaukroger's grand beginning of an even grander five-volume
narrative is an exceptional book. Its structure of scientific authority, as it were, is certain to stimulate long
and lively discussions among academics of every stripe, from medievalists through historical sociologists to
historians of science, religion, and the world's civilizations."--Michael H. Shank, Renaissance Quarterly

"Especially useful to philosophers looking for the historical context of particular arguments. Few historians
have the ambition to attempt a synoptic treatment of the entire history of Western science at anything more
than an introductory level. Certainly, no one has undertaken such a project in recent years, when so much has
been added to the secondary literature. Gaukroger's book is a comprehensive, narrative overview of the state
of the art. The Emergence of a Scientific Culture and its companion volumes will fill an empty niche on
scholars' bookshelves."--David Marshall Miller, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews



"A careful reading of this outstanding treatise by Gaukroger brings to life not only 500 crucial years that
yielded the emergence of science in the west, but also the religious ferment and motivations that forwarded
the new scientific culture."--T. Eastman, CHOICE

"Gaukroger provides an insightful analysis...and the book's...content also reminds us of its author's
accomplishments as a historian of philosophy."--Peter Dear, Nature

"A project of breathtaking ambition...is an impressive performance...and synthesizes a lot of difficult
material into a coherent body."--Times Literary Supplement

"Monumental, elegant." --Historical Studies in the Natural Sciences

About the Author
Stephen Gaukrogerhas a B.A. (Philosophy) from the University of London and a Ph.D. (History and
Philosophy of Science) from the University of Cambridge. He was Research Fellow in the Philosophy of
Science, Clare Hall, Cambridge, 1977-1978; Research Fellow, Department of History and Philosophy of
Science, University of Melbourne, 1978-1980. Since 1981 he has been in the Philosophy Department at the
University of Sydney where he is currently Professor of History of Philosophy and History of Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Juan Reynolds:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The Emergence of a Scientific Culture: Science and the
Shaping of Modernity 1210-1685. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we
know about how is important a new book The Emergence of a Scientific Culture: Science and the Shaping of
Modernity 1210-1685. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Martina Smith:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject The
Emergence of a Scientific Culture: Science and the Shaping of Modernity 1210-1685 suitable to you? The
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Emergence of a Scientific
Culture: Science and the Shaping of Modernity 1210-1685is one of several books which everyone read now.
This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so



all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Sean Owens:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Emergence of a Scientific
Culture: Science and the Shaping of Modernity 1210-1685 that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you
who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick The Emergence of a Scientific Culture:
Science and the Shaping of Modernity 1210-1685 become your own personal starter.

Virginia Doak:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The Emergence of a Scientific Culture:
Science and the Shaping of Modernity 1210-1685 reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question
The Emergence of a Scientific Culture: Science and the Shaping of Modernity 1210-1685 as good book not
merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its cover,
so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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