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The continuing war in Iraq, Hurricane Katrina, the political sniping engendered
by the Supreme Court nominations, Terry Schiavo — contemporary American
society is characterized by divisive anger, profound loss, and danger. Wendell
Berry, one of the country's foremost cultural critics, addresses the menace,
responding with hope and intelligence in a series of essays that tackle the major
questions of the day. Whose freedom are we considering when we speak of the
“free market” or “free enterprise?” What is really involved in our National
Security? What is the price of ownership without affection? Berry answers in
prose that shuns abstraction for clarity, coherence, and passion, giving us essays
that may be the finest of his long career.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Called "the prophet of rural America" by the New York Times, Berry has spent the last 40 of his 71 years
simultaneously farming a hillside in Kentucky and issuing a stream of poems, novels and essays (including
The Gift of Good Land and The Long-Legged House) that are probably the most sustained contemporary
articulation of America's agrarian, Jeffersonian ideal. If the tone of the book's mostly brief 19 essays is
sometimes angry and despairing ("We are destroying our country," begins one essay), one can hardly blame
Berry. The mere title of one of the essays, "Some Notes for the Kerry Campaign, If Wanted," brings the
reader up short—memories of the last presidential campaign are receding so quickly into the past that Berry's
amorphous call for a return to "our traditional principles of politics and religion" is both quixotic and sad, a
remnant from a vanished era. Many of the essays are taken from talks given to such organizations as the
Crop Science Society of America and the Land Institute, and an air of preaching to the converted hangs over
the book. The collection is not without its qualities, chief among them Berry's always well-honed prose, but
if the agenda he proposes is to ever reclaim its rightful place in the body politic, it will have to be reframed in
much more forceful and contemporary terms. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Most of the longer pieces in Berry's new book about agriculture and community are speeches, though five
very short essays start part 1. They are deliberately clear, straightforward, and focused on single topics; while
rooted in Berry's agricultural experience and thought, they address national and international issues. A rouser
against the kind of globalization that destroys small enterprises and "Charlie Fisher," which profiles a good
logger to show what good logging is and can be, round out the section. With one exception, part 2 is all
lectures and conference papers, altogether concerned with developing and maintaining human community,
from the ground, or soil, up to the empyrean of religious affiliation, or love; the most demanding reading in
the book is here. Part 3 consists of a letter on the future of the Democrats that a Montana politician solicited,
the reply to it, and Courtney White's exciting report about bridge building between ranchers and
conservationists. Everything in the book illumines. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Berrys themes are reflections of his life: friends, family, the farm, the nature around us as well as within. He
speaks strongly for himself and sometimes for the lost heart of the country. As he has borne witness to the
world for eight decades, what he offers us now in this new collection of poems is of incomparable value.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Neil Myers:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Way of Ignorance: And Other Essays.
Try to the actual book The Way of Ignorance: And Other Essays as your pal. It means that it can to become
your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , let me make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Christine Hughes:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the The Way of Ignorance: And Other Essays is
kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Joseph Davis:

Beside this The Way of Ignorance: And Other Essays in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The
Way of Ignorance: And Other Essays because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
often have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Roberta Anglin:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Way of Ignorance: And Other Essays can
be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have
than the others?
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