‘l.

Ia \ = .n
VR
74 = An

R { = Ethnooraphy

=~ of Urban
_ Nomads

You Owe Yourself a Drunk: An Ethnography
of Urban Nomads

By James P. Spradley

Read Online ©

You Owe Yourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban Nomads By James P.
Spradley

An account of the experiences of men who are repeatedly arrested for public
drunkenness. This book challenges the idea that these men are simply rejects
from society, who cannot organize their behavior by cultural traditions. Using the
recently discovered methods of formal ethnographic analysis, the author presents
this urban sub-culture as it relates to law enforcement agencies. Lifein onejail is
described in detail, showing how it changes the men's personal identities,
teaching them the skills of this sub-culture and motivating them to adopt a
nomadic way of life where drinking is a great social value. Originally published
by Little, Brown and Company in 1970.

Also by James Spradley and available from Waveland Press: The Cocktail
Waitress: Woman's Work in a Man's World (with Brenda J. Mann) (ISBN
9781577665748) and The Cultural Experience: Ethnography in Complex Society,
Second Edition (with David McCurdy and Dianna Shandy) (I1SBN
9781577663645). Also of interest: Glasser, Anthropology of Addictions and
Recovery (ISBN 9781577665588) and Singer, The Face of Social Suffering: The
Life History of a Street Drug Addict (ISBN 9781577664321).
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Editorial Review

Review

"Spradley's You Owe Yourself a Drunk stands the test of time, combining as it does careful scholarship, a
concern for socia policy, and a palpable compassion for the human beings whose lives are depicted in such
rich ethnographic detail." --Michael V. Angrosino, University of South Florida

"Spradley's respect for the complex cognitive worlds and textured social relations of urban nomads, his
outrage at the criminal justice system that oppresses them, and his respectfully rendered ethnography aways
inspire many students.” --Brett Williams, American University

"While some of the data may have changed since the research was conducted thirty years ago, Spradley's
superb combination of ethnographic method, analytical skill, and persona empathy continues to shine
through this pioneering study of life on one of the margins of urban America. You Owe Yourself a Drunk
reminds us of the sense and understanding that anthropology can bring to the study of contemporary issues.”
--Lawrence B. Breitborde, Knox College
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Atkinson:

This book untitled Y ou Owe Y ourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban Nomads to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, thisis because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit on
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Manuel Porter:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Y ou Owe Y ourself a Drunk: An
Ethnography of Urban Nomads that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for



all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you may pick You Owe Y ourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban Nomads become your starter.

Suanne Bar nwell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you arein the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer isusually Y ou Owe Y ourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban
Nomads why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person.
Theinside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct
you to pick up this book.

Mark Whitten:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book way, more smple and reachable. Thiskind of Y ou Owe Y ourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban
Nomads can give you alot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that
they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. Thisreserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? L et us have Y ou Owe

Y ourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban Nomads.
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